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Press Release on submission of Justice Aftab Hussain Saikia Commission 

Report and actions taken by Gauhati University 

Guwahati, 28 February, 2021: This is to state on public interest that Gauhati University has constituted 
and appointed Justice Dr. Aftab Hussain Saikia Commission as per Resolution No. R/EC-10/2019/99 

adopted in an emergent meeting of the Executive Council, Gauhati University dated 04.12.2019 to make a 
thorough legal enquiry on the issues of GUIDOL regarding running of unapproved courses as was 

reported by CAG. The said "Commission" had submitted its report to the Gauhati University in the month 

of September, 2020. The Commission followed all protocols of a legal enquiry assisted by lawyers, issued 

public notices inviting complaints, issued notices to all complainants and alleged persons, obtained their 

written statements as well as verbal statements. After considering all this, the Commission prepared a 

detailed report and forwarded 8 Nos. of recommendations. It aso suggested to the University that actions 

be initiated on the basis of these recommendations within a period of 6 months. Consequent upon 

acceptance of the Report by Gauhati University in an emergent meeting of the Executive Council held on 

05/10/2020, the copies of the Report along with the recommendations were sent to the Hon'ble 

Chancellor of Gauhati University & Govenor of Assam, and to the Commissioner and Secretary, Higher 

Education Department, Assam vide Letter No. GU/Regr (SF)/2020/196 dated 06.10.2020 and Letter No. 

GU/Regr(SFy2020/197 dated 06.10.2020 respectively for necessary appraisal and action. The Report of 

the Commission prescribes initiating appropriate actions against the then Vice Chancellorfs) and the 

Registrar(s) as per recommendations No. 1 and 3 respectively either by the Govermment or Gauhati

University. Since none of those incumbents are in Gauhati University, the matter has been referred to the 

Govemment of Assam as per Resolutions of the Executive Council meetings held on 05.10.2020 and 

14/10/2020 espectively vide Letter Nos. GU/RegrSFY2020/197 dated 
GU/Regr(SFy2020/210 dated 21.10.2020. As per recommendation No.2, necessary process of initiating 

action has been started against the then Director(s) of GUIDOL and to examine the submissions made by 

the former Director(s), GUIDOL who served during the period 2010 to 2017 in response to the letters 

served to them by the University are referred to be examined for forwarding of necessary 

recommendations by a Committee consisting of 4 Executive Council members of Gauhati University 

constituted through Executive Council Resolution No. R/EC-02/2021/12(i) in its meeting held on 

26.02.202 1. Action regarding recommendation No. 4 lies with the State Government which pertains to 

financial matters during the period 2010 to 2017. As per recommendation No. 5. Gauhati University has 

been examining the matter of alleged excess payment made for printing materials, payment made as 

honorarium and for purchase of study materials, if any, by appointing competent persons/agency in the 

field and the Report is expected by the end of March 2021. Gauhati University has also sent the Report to 

the UGC vide Letter No. GU/Regr(SF)2020/198 dated 06. 10.2020 as per recommendation No. 6 and 8 

06.10.2020 and 

for retrospective recognition of the unapproved courses during the year 2010-2017. The matter pertaining 

to recommendation No.7 regarding acceptance of the degrees offered during 2010-2017 lies with the 

Government of Assam. In addition, pursuant upon the Executive Council resolution the University has 

also constituted a Committee consisting of 9 senior Professors of the University to review the present 

structure of GUIDOL and to forward recommendations to put in place strong academic and administrative 

protocols. 

It is to state further that for conduct of free and fair enquiry, all the in-service persons who 

happened to be in responsible administrative duties of the University and were/is Director(s) of 

GUIDOL were relived from all administrative responsibilities before the Commission formally 

started working. Moreover, all files of GUIDOL were seized on 03.12.2019 and handed over to 

the Commission of 07.01.2021 for a free and fair enquiry. The matter of unapproved courses of 

GUIDOL was also appraised to the Chairman, UGC by the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor vide letter 

No. VCO/GU/06/02 dated 31.01.2020. He addressed a press conference on 06.12.2019 outlining 

the measures to be taken up in this regard. 

Despite the constraints faced due to the intermittent lock downs due to Covid-19, Gauhati 

University authority has initiated follow up actions in relation to all the recommendations of the 

Commission as per defined timeline. 
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