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This chapter focuses on the botany and physiology of the horticulturally important fig (Ficus 
carica) species. Through understanding of its reproductive complexity and developmental 

biology, complete genome sequencing could place the fig as a model plant in horticulture and 
evolutionary biology. And, in Mediterranean regions and Western Asia, where both cultivated and 

semiwild figs are found, a systematic germplasm collection of the traditional fig cultivars and 
wild relatives is imperative for proper germplasm management and conservation. 
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