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The Enduring Legacy of Prof. V. Venkata Rao
The life and legacy of Professor V. Venkata Rao are a
testament to the enduring impact of scholarship, teaching
and philanthropy. Born on December 14, 1899, in Nayudupeta,
Professor Rao’s journey was marked by a deep commitment
to education, research and social welfare. His contributions to
the fields of political science, history and public
administration, particularly in North East India, remain
unparalleled.

Professor Rao’s academic journey began at Andhra University,
where he completed his B.A. Honours degree. He furthered his education at the University of
Allahabad, obtaining his M.A. degree, and later pursued research at the University of Madras,
where he earned his MJLitt. and Ph.D. degrees. Throughout his academic pursuits, he was
guided by eminent scholars such as Prof. Venkatarangaiah and Dr. Beni Prasad. Before
entering academia, Professor Rao served in various administrative roles, including as
Personal Assistant to Dr. B. Gopala Reddy and as an Executive Officer of the Municipal
Board. However, his deep-seated convictions led him to resign from his administrative post
during the Second World War, as he refused to serve the British Government on
conscientious grounds.

In 1952, Professor Rao began his teaching career as a Lecturer in the History and Economics
Departments at Gauhati University. His dedication and scholarly pursuits led to the
establishment of a separate Department of Political Science, where he served as the first
Head. He was appointed Professor in 1963 and served as the Head of the Department of
Political Science until 1973, when he retired from service. During his tenure, he also served
as Dean of the Faculty of Arts from 1965 to 1968 and as Professor Emeritus from 1973 to
1977.

Professor Rao’s academic contributions are vast and impactful. He authored seventeen
books, including A Century of Tribal Politics in North East India and A Century of Government
and Politics in North East India, which stand as seminal works in the field. His dedication to
research and teaching attracted numerous students from across the country, nearly a
hundred of whom worked under his guidance on various subjects in political science, public
administration, history, and social work. Beyond academia, Professor Rao was known for his
philanthropic efforts. He donated generously to the promotion of higher education, with
significant contributions to Gauhati University and other institutions and to commemorate
this, Gauhati University has named one of its scholars’ hostels as V. Venkata Rao Research
Scholars Boys’ Hostel in April 14th 1993. His selfless nature was reflected in his simple
lifestyle and his willingness to support students in need, providing them with books and
paying their tuition fees.

Professor V. Venkata Rao’s legacy as a scholar, teacher and philanthropist is deeply
ingrained in the academic and social fabric of India. His life exemplified the values of
dedication, humility and service to others, leaving an indelible mark on all who had the
privilege of knowing him. He will be remembered as a true educator, whose influence
extended far beyond the classroom, shaping the minds and hearts of generations to come.



V. Venkata Rao Research Scholar Hostel: A Haven for Academic Pursuits and
Recreation

Nestled within the green campus of Gauhati University stands the V. Venkata Rao
Research Scholar Hostel, affectionately known as RCC-5 boy’s hostel. Named after the
esteemed Professor Emeritus Dr. Vadlamudi Venkata Rao, a luminary in the field of Political
Science and a generous benefactor of higher education, this hostel has become a
cornerstone for research scholars pursuing academic excellence. With a capacity to
accommodate 76 boarders and boasting 10 meticulously maintained manuals, the V.
Venkata Rao Research Scholar Hostel provides a favourable environment for scholarly
pursuits. Under the guidance of the current warden, Dr. Dhrubajyoti Sahariah, a respected
Professor in the Department of Geography, the hostel embodies a culture of academic rigor
and camaraderie. Beyond its academic pursuits, the hostel fosters holistic development
through various recreational activities. A playground within its premises serves as a hub for
sports enthusiasts, where boarders engage in spirited matches of badminton, football,
volleyball, and cricket. It also has a lush garden,
meticulously tended to by both a dedicated gardener
and enthusiastic boarders, provides a tranquil retreat
for contemplation and relaxation.

Throughout the year, the hostel pulsates with
vibrant celebrations and intellectual discourse. From
the auspicious Saraswati Puja to commemorating
occasions like Science Day and the V. V. Rao Memorial
Lecture, the hostel cultivates a rich tapestry of cultural
and academic events. These gatherings not only offer
a platform for artistic expression and intellectual
exchange but also serve as catalysts for community
engagement and environmental awareness. An
exemplar of its commitment to fostering scientific
curiosity and environmental stewardship, the hostel
recently organized an outreach program on Science Day. Secondary school students were
treated to captivating demonstrations of simple science experiments, accompanied by
enlightening discussions on the underlying principles. Such initiatives not only ignite a
passion for learning among young minds but also nurture a sense of responsibility towards
the environment. Moreover, the hostel provides practical amenities such as a parking lot for
cycles and bikes, catering to the diverse needs of its residents. It serves as a melting pot of
talent, drawing students from various academic backgrounds and departments. Through
collaborative efforts and a harmonious studying environment, boarders engage in
knowledge exchange, culminating in remarkable achievements such as qualifying for
national and state-level examinations like NET-JRF and SLET. In essence, the V. Venkata Rao
Research Scholar Hostel stands as a beacon of academic excellence and holistic
development. Its illustrious legacy, coupled with a forward-thinking approach, ensures that it
remains a prestigious institution, nurturing generations of scholars and fostering a culture of
intellectual curiosity. As it continues to evolve and inspire, the hostel holds the promise of
even greater achievements in the years to come, enriching the academic landscape of
Gauhati University and beyond.



RESEARCH ACHEIVEMENTS FROM THE HOSTEL BORDERS

SAMUJWAL BARUAH:

A glimpse of achievement of Samuzal Barua

Research area: Observational Astronomy

Research Scholar, RCC V Research Scholars’ Hostel

Department of Physics, Gauahati University

We are delighted to have the good news this year that among the boarders of
RCC V, Mr. Samuzal Barua, a senior scholar, has been selected for the SHAO
Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Shanghai Astronomical Observatory (SHAO), Chinese
Academy of Sciences (CAS). This Shanghai based institute is known to be one of the
most prestigious institutes in the world, dedicated to astronomy research. It is also
appreciated knowing that his selection at SHAO for this prestigious fellowship was
made through a very tough competition across the world. He had to appear for an for
an interview after being shortlisted through a competitive application pool. Now, he
has accepted the SHAO offer and likely to join soon after the Ph.D. viva.

In addition to this postdoctoral position offer at SHAO, he has been shortlisted and
called for interviews at the following institutes so far and is still waiting for the
interview results.

1. Kavli Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics (KIAA), Peking University.

2. INAF, Italy.

3. Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA).

Furthermore, he is expecting interviews at a few universities in the United States, as
he applied there too, and the evaluation process has not been completed yet.

Prior to getting such an international offer, in his past research career, he got the
opportunity to work at the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics
(IUCAA), a Pune based institute that is renowned as topmost research institute in
India and is dedicated to Astronomy and Astrophysics. He frequently visited and
worked there with Prof. Ranjeev Misra, who is a renowned scientist works on
observational astronomy.

He works in the field of Observational Astronomy under the supervision of Dr. Biman
J Medhi. He has submitted his thesis on December 20, 2023, and is expecting to
graduate soon. The Ph.D. research of his past few years has contributed a
significant amount of works of good quality that have been published and appeared
in print in reputed journals with a minimum 5-to-6 impact factors. The journals in
which he published 4/5 papers include the Royal Astronomical Society of England
and the American Astronomical Society.

It is also admirable and a great inspiration for us, that since the beginning of the



Ph.D. he has also been involved in ISRO’s AstroSat mission, which was launched for
astronomy research. He acquired his own AstroSat observational datasets obtained
through Announcement of Opportunity (AO) cycles, and utilised it in his research
work. He got the opportunity to visit ISRO Head Quarter last year for the 7th AsroSat
conference, and attended several conferences, meetings, and workshops organised
by ISRO across India.

Some snapshots from Samuzal Barua’s gallery-

img1: Offer letter from Shanghai Astronomical Observatory, Chinese Academy of Science.



Img2: Mr Borua’s visit to the ISRO Headquarter, Banglore, India

Img3: Mr. Borua’s presentation for the SHAO, China

AVRAPRATIM CHOWDHURY:

Avra Pratim Choudhury, a research Scholar from the hostel conducted research on
“Studies on Oleaginous fungi and bacteria isolated from traditionally fermented fish
food ‘Nafam’ of Bodo community of Assam” under the guidance of Dr Diganta
Narzary, Department of Botany, Gauhati University.

RAJESH GHOSH:

Rajesh Ghosh, a research scholar residing at the VV Rao Research Scholars’ Hostel in
Gauhati University, is making significant strides in the realm of Material Science. Mr. Ghosh
is pursuing his PhD in Physics under the supervision of Dr. Hemen Kumar Kalita. His interest
revolves around the remarkable world of two-dimensional materials, with a special emphasis
on graphene, and its derivatives. Graphene is an astounding nanomaterial made of a single
layer of carbon atoms arranged in a honeycomb structure. To understand two-dimensional
materials in layman’s words: think of a sheet of paper, but instead of being made from wood
pulp, it’s composed of a single layer of atoms arranged in a flat two-dimensional structure.
These 2D materials: like graphene, and their derived forms possess extraordinary strength,
electrical conductivity, surface reactivity, and flexibility, offering boundless possibilities for
scientific exploration and technological innovation.



Mr. Ghosh’s scholarly endeavors have borne fruit, with two impressive research works as
first author in esteemed journal such as Carbon Trends by Elsevier. Among his notable
works, Ghosh et al. devised a novel technique for producing vertical graphene oxide (VGO)
nanosheets from graphene oxide (GO). The resultant VGO-based device exhibited
remarkable photosensitivity, displaying an impressive 190% enhancement when exposed to
infrared radiation: longer wavelengths than those of visible light. Beyond its exceptional
photosensitivity, the sensor showcased commendable repeatability in its photoresponse,
reliability and quick infrared sensing capabilities. Ghosh with his colleagues also has been
granted two patents which has garnered attention for its ingenuity and scientific merit. In
one of their patents, they have developed a simplified heating method for producing the
vertically oriented graphene oxide nanosheets, as discussed above, which validated to be
one of its kind in the area of sensors and surface science. Ghosh’s other works include
making of “graphene paper”, a robust form of graphene with high electrical conductivity.
Essentially, the work deals with creating sturdy graphene sheets that stands on their own,
using a method called hydrothermal synthesis which harnesses water and high-temperature
conditions. This work proves to be promising for potential application in supercapacitors.
Supercapacitors are devices that store energy and release it fast when needed.

To sum up, Rajesh Ghosh’s contributions to the field of two-dimensional materials exemplify
a dedication to scientific exploration and innovation of Physics research in the North-Eastern
region.

PINAKI CHATTOPADHYAY:

One of the borders, Pinaki Chattopadhyay has qualified G.A.T.E. life science 2024. He
has published 9 articles and 7 book chapters in various national and International
journals

He has discovered two new species of mushrooms namely Volvariella bilobata and
Termitomyces assamicus through morphology, DNA Barcoding and molecular
phylogeny.

Termitomyces assamicus, is described after the Indian state of Assam.
Termitomyces assamicus is characterized by a brownish orange to grey or greyish
red pileus with a conical, pointed perforatorium; white to pale grey lamellae with a
serrated edge; an orange grey to greyish orange stipe measuring 50–100 mm long;
greyish brown to yellowish brown pseudorhiza measuring 70–100 mm long; ellipsoid
basidiospores with a mean of 8.3 × 5.0 μm; clavate cheilocystidia of 21–36 × 8–16
µm; and broadly clavate to pyriform



pleurocystidia (23–32 × 12–23 µm).

Termitomyces assamicus (GUBH GUBH20038, holotype, photos by L. R. Das): A-B. Fruit bodies in
natural habitat; C. Mature fruitbody showing upturned and rimose pileus margin; D. Basidioma
showing pseudorrhiza. Scale bars: A–D = 10 mm.

Volvariella bilobata is characterized by greyish brown pileus with fibrillose surface;
greyish white to greyish orange coloured crowded lamellae; a bilobed saccate volva
with greyish brown outer surface and greyish white inner surface; smaller
basidiospores measuring 4.8–5.5 × 2.7–3.5 µm; clavate to ventricose lageniform
cheilocystidia measuring 32–83 × 13–30 µm; variously shaped pleurocystidia
measuring 18.5–27.5 × 7–10 µm; habitat on soil.

Mature basidiocarps of Volvariella bilobata (GUBH 19922, holotype, photos by A.K. Dutta): A.
Fruitbody in natural habitat; B. Mature fruitbody showing bilobed volva; C. Lamellae features of the

young and mature basidiocarps. Scale bars: A–C = 10 mm



ANKUR DAS:

A boarder of RCC-5 Research Scholar hostel named, Ankur Das was associated with
Raja Ahmed and together worked in the State fruit "Kaji Nemu" well known as Assam
Lemon under the supervision of Dr. Sofia Banu. They studied the genetic diversity of
Assam lemon within among different districts of Assam, and also profiled the
biochemicals found in the accessions in these regions. The study revealed the
scientific reason underlining the characteristic aroma of Assam lemon. They
published a few scientific papers together in reputed journals like Scientific Reports
and Genetic Resources and crop evolution.

Various Academic and Professional Achievements by the Borders:

Sl. No. Name Department Designation

1. Monish Paul Assistant Professor, G.L.
Choudhury College

2. Bikash Rabha Botany Assistant Professor

3. Subhrajit Sharma Mathematics Assistant Professor

4. Bhaskar Deka Chemistry Assistant Professor, Kamrup
College

5. Jintu Gohain Political
Science

Assistant Professor, Paschim
Guwahati College

6. Nayan Bodo Philosophy Assistant Professor, Handique
Girls College

7. Pankaj Doley Assistant Professor

8. Jwangdaw Basumatary Bodo Assistant Professor, Darrang
College

9. Suman Bhowmik Mathematics Assistant Professor, BB
Kishan College

10. Manab Jyoti Kalita Zoology Assistant Professor, MC
College, Barpeta

11. Biswajit Dihingia Physics Assistant Professor, Barkhetri
College

12. Dhrubajyoti Choudhury Physics Assistant Professor, BBK
College

13. Debutpal Bora Political
Science

Assistant Professor, Nabajyoti
College

14. Girin Saikia Statistics Assistant Professor



15. Abdus Samad Chemistry Business

16. Pinku Ch. Dey Mathematics Assistant Professor

17. Nirupamjit Sarma Chemistry ADRE

18. Sourav Saha Geography Assistant Professor

19. Sujit Chatterjee Physics Assistant Professor

20. Pranjal Sarma Physics Assistant Professor

21. Dhruba Jyoti Borah Computer
Science

LDA

22. Amrit Kumar Botany Assistant Professor

23. Debashis Saikia Physics Assistant Professor

24. Nabajit Sangmai Chemistry Clerk

Other Academic Achievements like UGC-NET, GATE, SLET, DST-Inspire(JRFs and
SRF)

Serial
Number

Name Achievement

1 Susungfa Borgohain JRF

2 Shanydul Islam GATE, JRF

3 Manash Pratim Dutta GATE

4 Anurag Kashyap SRF

5 Nepolian Kumar Deka SRF

6 Ankur Das CSIR SRF

7 Ishwar P Buragohain DST-Inspire



Some of the snapshots of the Achievements:

Img: SRF Letter for ANKUR DAS



Img: SRF Letter of Mr ANURAG KASHYAP



Img: DST-Inspire Offer Letter of Mr. Ishwar Buragohain

Other Achievements by the Hostel Borders

Partha Pratim Sarma, Best Poster Presentation in the National
Seminar on Science, Technology & Innovation -II, held in Arya
Vidyapith College (A), Guwahati-16



HOSTEL EVENTS
INAUGURATION OF THE HOSTEL WALL MAGAZINE:

Inauguration of the annual wall magazine "Bodhidroom" of V. Venkat Rao Research
Scholars’ Hostel titled "Vasundhara". Hon'ble Secretary of University Classes Dr.
Jagdish Sharma was present as the inaugurator and Hon'ble Deputy Secretary of
Classes Dr. Arijit Bora was present as the invited guest.

Img: Inauguration of the Hostel Wall Magazine namely “Bodhidroom” by Prof Jagadish
Sarma, Secy. University Classes, GU

V.V.RAO MEMORIAL LECTURE:

The celebration and organizing of the Memorial Lecture in the Memory of the Great
Personality and educator Prof. V Venkata Rao by the Scholars from the hostel from
time to time by organizing various events and sessions in coordination with the
University counterparts. Snapshots from the events are-



Img: Snapshots from the VVRao Memorial Lecture in the Presence of Prof PJ Handique, VC,
GU, Prof . NG Mahanta, Educational Adviser, Govt of Assam and other dignitaries.



NATIONAL SCIENCE DAY:

A lecture programme on the occasion of 'National Science Day' was organized on
February 28 at the initiative of V. Venkata Rao Research Scholars' Hostel of Gauhati
University and in collaboration with The University Grants Commission- Human
Resource Development Centre. The welcoming speech in the program was delivered
by Prof. Dhrubajyoti Saharia, Head, Department of Geography and the Warden of the
V. Venkata Rao Research Scholars’ Hostel, and the inaugural speech was delivered
by Prof. Partha Pratim Baruah. Prof. Pradip Kumar Mahapatra, Ravenshaw University,
Cuttack was present as the chief speaker and Prof. Jai Prakash Keshri, University of
Burdwan, West Bengal was present as an invited guest in the program. The theme of
this year's National Science Day was "Universal Science for All-Round Good."
Speaking on the issue, Chief Speaker Pradipta Kumar Mahapatra discussed in detail
on a number of important aspects of sustainable development ranging from
different issues of the natural ecosystems.

An Outreach Program Organized By V. V. Rao Research Scholars’ Hostel:-

On the occasion of ‘National Science Day' , the research scholars of V.V.Rao
Research Scholars' Hostel, Gauhati University organised a science exhibition
covering physics, chemistry, vaidik mathematics and life science in Gauhati



University Model English High School. They also enlightened the students on this
year's science day theme 'Indigenous technology for Vikshit Bharat'.

The warden of V.V.Rao Research Scholars' Hostel as well as Head of the department
of Geography Prof. Dhubajyoti Saharia was present at the occasion.

Dr. Biman Medhi of Department of Physics, Gauhati University gave an attractive
speech to the students.

Over 200 attendees along with students and teachers were present. The research
scholars also donated few sport accessories to the students for their overall
physical and mental growth. The Director of Student Welfare Dr. Ranjan Kumar
Kakati also donated few sport accessories along with the scholars and encouraged
the students on physical activities like sports. A quiz competition was also organized
among the students on the occasion. Winners were presented with attractive prizes.



ENVIRONMENT DAY with Plantation Drive:

The Scholars from the hostel have celebrated the Environment Day on 5th June,2023
by organizing lecture on the same and an awareness program namely “Seuj Suriya”
by renowned personality Arup Jyoti Bora. Plantation drive by the Scholars from the
Hostel is also organized.

SARASWATI PUJA:

Saraswati Puja in the hostels of Gauhati University is a vibrant and joyous occasion filled
with cultural richness and spiritual significance. To begin the festivities, students come in
and around Gauhati University together to adorn the hostel premises with intricate rangolis,
vibrant flowers, and traditional motifs, infusing the atmosphere with a sense of festivity and
warmth.

A small yet exquisite idol of Goddess Saraswati takes center stage, delicately decorated with
fragrant flowers and garlands, radiating divine grace and beauty. The puja ceremony is
meticulously organized, with students engaging in Vedic chants and prayers, offering
heartfelt reverence to the goddess of knowledge, wisdom, and the arts.



Delicious offerings of fruits, sweets, and incense are presented to the deity, symbolizing
devotion and gratitude. The air resonates with the melody of hymns and the sweet fragrance
of incense, enveloping everyone in a serene aura of spirituality and devotion.

Through this celebration, students not only honor the divine but also foster a deep sense of
community and camaraderie, strengthening bonds of friendship and solidarity. Saraswati
Puja becomes a cherished tradition, enriching the hostel life with cultural heritage and
spiritual enlightenment, leaving lasting memories and a sense of fulfillment in the hearts of
all who partake in the festivities.

Img: Snapshots from the Saraswati Puja Celebration

CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE DAY:

At my hostel, Independence Day is celebrated with great enthusiasm. We gather in the
courtyard as the warden hoists the national flag. Everyone stands in respect, singing the
national anthem with full hearts. The atmosphere is charged with patriotism as we
remember the sacrifices of our forefathers. After the anthem, there's a moment of silence to
honor those who fought for our freedom.

As the day comes to a close, we feel a deep sense of gratitude for the freedom we enjoy and
a renewed commitment to uphold the values of our nation. The celebration leaves us
inspired and proud to be part of such a vibrant and diverse community.

Glimpses from the Independence Day Celebration,2023



CELEBRATION OF REPUBLIC DAY:

At our hostel, Republic Day is celebrated with great patriotism. We gather in the common
area early in the morning as the national flag is hoisted high. Standing in unity, we sing the
national anthem with pride and reverence, feeling a deep connection to our country and its
values.

The atmosphere is filled with enthusiasm as we reflect on the significance of this historic
day. Students from different backgrounds come together, sharing in the spirit of unity and
diversity that defines our nation.

As the day comes to a close, we leave with a renewed sense of patriotism and appreciation
for our country. Celebrating Republic Day in our hostel is not just a tradition; it's a reminder
of the sacrifices made by our forefathers to secure our freedom and democracy.

Img: Flag hosted by the warden Prof Dhruba Jyoti Saharia

CELEBRATION OF BIHU:

Pre-Bihu Celebration (Rongali Bihu), 2024

The celebration of the pre-Bihu organized by the Gandhi Bhawan Research Scholars
Hostel and the participation of RCC5 Research Scholars Hostel. Snapshots from the
celebration are-

img: Snapshots from the Pre-Bihu Celebration



Glimpses from the Kati Bihu Celebration in the Hostel vicinity.

Img: snapshot from the Kati Bihu celebration

CELEBRATION OF MAHASHIVRATRI

Snapshots from the Shivratri Celebration-

Glimpses from the Mahashivratri Celebration



ANNUAL PICNIC FROM THE HOSTEL

Img: Glimpses from the Picnic, 2023

Img: Images from the Picnic, 2022



ORGANIZING THE INTER-BORDER BANMINTON COMPETITION



MOMENTS FROM THE FRIENDLY FOOTBALL MATCH



PRESENT BORDERS FROM THE HOSTEL

img: Hostel Borders with ex-Warden Prof. Partha Pratim Baruah

Img: Present Borders with the Warden Prof. Dhruba Jyoti Saharia



Glimpses from the hostel lifestyle

Report work done by: Jeherul Islam(Dept of IT)


